MOUNTBATTEN
of South-East Asia, and as a recognition of his services he
was raised to the peerage as Viscount Mountbatten of
Burma and was later made a Knight of the Garter.
On the retirement of Lord Wavell early in 1947 Lord
Mountbatten, who was much in the public eye, was
appointed Viceroy of India, the first sailor and the last
Englishman to hold that post. He took with him an
exceptionally strong staff, including Sir Hastings (now
Lord) Ismay, who had started his military life in India
and had been Secretary to the Cabinet and Chief oi
Staff to Mr Churchill; Sir Eric Mi&ville, who had been
Secretary to the Indian Executive Council and Private
Secretary to His Majesty the King; and Lord Waveil's
Private Secretary, now Sir George Abel. Lord Mount-
batten found himself confronted with the extremely
difficult task of compressing and shortening the proposed
time-table for the transfer of power; and under his
direction the long negotiations between the British Cabinet
and the Indian Congress were at last ended, a measure,
though not all, of his objects being obtained, as two
Dominions instead of one were eventually set up. The
position of the princes, some of whom had acceded to the
new governments, was not at first greatly altered.
On the final grant of self-government to India Lord
Mountbatten in August 1947 handed over power to the
two Dominions of India (Hindustan) and Pakistan. He
was then raised to an earldom, and at the special request
of the new Government he temporarily accepted the post
of Governor-General of the Dominion of India until June
1948, when he was succeeded by MX Eajagopalchari, a
distinguished high-caste Hindu, Pundit Nehru remaining
as Prime Minister.
He had latterly been assisted by the presence of a High
Comtnissioner for the United Kingdom, which enabled him
to devote himself exclusively to Indian interests; an,d Ms
attitude in this connection was recognised and appreciated.
155